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This qui rky French diner has understated
cool do wn to a T. By Pondo ra Edmiston

BROMPTON
QUARTER
BRASSERIE

Brompton Quarter Brasserie, 225
Brompton Road, SW3. 020 7225
2107. www.bqbrasserie.com

fla shbacks).
If you want to go to a place

w here it does what it says on the
tin, this probably isn't the place
for you . If you like the int rigue
of a tin with no label, something
quirky and untraditional, you 'll
f it right in at BQB. I look forward
t o returning to experience the ir
inf amous brunch .

old favourites to fall back on .
I can confirm that BQB gives
great Foie Gras. Actually it gives
gr eat fi sh, beef carpaccio and
choco lat e tart. I apparently
missed out on the bread and
butter pud which I w as told, with
pride and flourish, is so popular
it usuall y has t o be pre-ordered.
No cowering apo logy here , just a
massive smile , a wi nk and a " bad
luck, maybe next t ime " w hich of
course has me w ant ing t o ret urn
t o try it even t hough I don't even
like the stuff (boarding school

rela xed .
A Rock

'N 'RolI
photography
collection
is quietly
exhibited
downstairs in
the overflow
restaurant - another example
of their nonchalant ethos - park
the art in a back room and focus
instead on w hat matters - good
grub and excellen t servi ce.

The w ait ers are w arm and
t otally engaged, a refreshing
change from surly or
ing ratiating, w hich can so often
be experienced in th e Royal
Borough . These guys are happy
t o be her e and guessw hat? It 's
inf ect ious.

The menu is balan ced,
occasionally daring w it h some
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QB can best be
described as a 'joint'
- reminiscent of an
American Diner, but
the French version . It
is cool. Not achingly

Notting Hill - or Shored itch-cool,
but a subtle type of hipness that
infiltrates the senses during the
course of the evening instead of
blaring like a foghorn.

Totally glass, BQB is a great
place to sit and watch the world
go by, a sanctuary from the
craziness of Brompton Road.
First impressions are st ark,
cant een-lik e, very un-South-Ken,
I spent a good 15 minutes utterly
fa scinated by the bizarre decor.
One side of the room boasts
flashing neon, on the other fake
cand le w ax drips from over-the­
top mock baroque candelabra.
It' s t ongue-in-cheek, fun ky and
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