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Barometer
Good weekfor
British theatre
War Horse wins six Tonys and Marl<
Rylance the best actor award for
his role as Rooster in Jerusalem

Trav~' agents
New research from TripAdvisor
shows that Britons are alreadygMng
up on the 'staycation' - foreign
travel is now back on the agenda

Genuine tennis fans
The lack of a roof at Queen's ­
unlike at Wimbledon-means that
'people's Monday' can still happen ,
with tickets for a Murray final at £10

Badweekfor
The hum
Woodland, a village in Co Durham,
is the latest community to be afflicted
by a mysterious, persistent rumbling
drone that seems to have no source

East Anglia
As rain lashed down on the west of
81g1and at the weekend, the drought­
hit East remained frustratingly dry

Beaches
The number judged 'poor' by the
Environment Agency has increased
and now inc ludes Staithes in
North Yorkshire, and both Seaton
and Mothecombe in Devon

(most endangered) List; its popula­
tion fell by 53% between 1995 and
2008, and it is now almost exclu ­
sivelyconcentrated in the South-East.
Afurther survey will be run next year,
but the rise of the muntjac, which
destroys the night ingale's preferred
wood land habitat, is thought to be
a major factor in its decline. The
CD costs £10 plus £2 .50 p&p; visit
www.bto.org for details .

Fake orFortune?
Art dealer Philip Mould appears with
Fiona Bruce in a new four-part series
on art sleuthing, Fake or Fortune?, for
BBC1, starting on Sunday, June 19, at
7pm . He travels to Paris, Ams terdam,
Cairo, South Africa and New York, find­
ing treasures in unexpected places and
questioning the authenticity of 17th-century Dutch painti ngs. The programme
co incides with 'Finding Van Dyck', an exhibition of newly discovered works (until
July 13) at his London gallery (020 -7499 6818; www.philipmould.com).

Heroes' golfcharitycelebratesbirthday
A charity that provides injured servicemen with an involvement in golf
celebrates its first anniversary later this month with a tournament at
the Royal Household Golf Club, a nine-hole course in Windsor Castle's
Home Park . The On Course Foundation trains members of the armed
forces for second careers in the golf industry-or simply to play golf. John
Simpson, Nick Faldo's former manager, who plays to a good standard
despi te one leg being affected by childhood polio, was inspired to set up the
charity, which is supported by the Royal & Ancient, after speaking at the rehabilita­
tion centre at Headley Court. Last year, the charity's patron, the Duke of York
hosted a tournament at Windsor to launch the charity, saying: 'I am delighted
that we have found a way for the golfing industry to support our armed forces.'
For more details, visit www.oncoursefoundatio n.com Roderick Easdale

Nightingales
are struggling,
in contrast
with other
birds, due to
loss of habitat

Angel Eyes, photographed by Susan George as part
of her exhibition 'The Spi rit of Equus' at the Brompton
Quarter Brasserie, Brompton Road, London SW3
(June 17-November 17;www.susangeorgephotography.
com). The actress, a renowned breeder of Arabian
horses at her stud on Exmoor, explains: 'The beauty
of the Arabian horse is unique. They are loyal and
smart. They have breathtaking spirit, fly like the w ind
and their extravagant movement is an extraordinary
sight. They perform at the drop of a hat for our
pleasure and excel in almost any sphere.'

FARMLAND benefiting from
Environmental Stewardship

agreements has hit the 150,000­
hectare (370 ,000-acre) mark for
he first time, according to new

:-:gures from Natural Eng land (NE) .
Environment minister Richard
Benyon reports that nearly 57,000
farmers have signed up for these
schemes, which commits them to
providing bird-friendly habitat.
'Thanks to farmers in Devon, th e
cirl bunting has been rescued from
the threat of extinction and there
are now seven times as many as
there were in 1989, ' he points out.
NE says that, in areas of concen­
trated conservation activity, bird
populations are rising, bucking
a trend of 40 years. A CD of bird­
song, such as that of the yellow­
hammer, quail, lapwing, turtle dove

~ and skylark, will be available free
1 rom NE stalls at agricultural
::: shows th is summer.
=:: The British Trust for Ornithology
-t also has a CD out, of evocative
~ nightingale song, sold in aid of its
~ Nightingale Appeal. The bird's
~ decline is now so serious that it' s
~ a candidate for the mCN's Red
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